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School Streets –
w

hat and w
hy?

Types:
•

H
ard

closure –
perm

anent or tim
ed

•
S

oft closure –
perm

it or m
anned

B
enefits:

•
Im

prove road safety
•

E
ncourage active travel

•
Im

prove airquality
•

C
hange the feel of a 

neighbourhood 
•

C
hange perceptions of how

 road 
space should be used 

“Being a child of the 50s, 
this is how

 w
e played. D

ays 
like today are great for 

children. It w
as good to tell 

m
y granddaughter how

 it 
used to be, she w

as 
am

azed!”

Loved the street 
being closed and 

w
atching the children 
playing together’

“Absolutely loved not 
being a "prisoner" in or 
out of m

y ow
n hom

e.”
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arch 2020
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 School Streets post M
arch 2020

•
Im

pact of C
O

V
ID

-
19

•
M

echanism
•

P
rocess

•
C

urrent situation



C
onsiderations

•
A

pproach
•

E
ligibility

•
P

rioritising
schools

•
Funding sources

•
C

osts
•

Turnaround tim
e

•
E

xtent of closure
•

Legal m
echanism

•
Form

al diversions
•

P
ark &

 S
tride

•
Volunteers

•
Identifying 
stakeholders

•
C

om
m

s
•

“H
idden” 

stakeholders
•

C
O

V
ID

 secure 
procedures

•
M

&
E

•
Long-term

 vision



C
hallenges

•
S

chool capacity
•

C
ouncil capacity

•
M

&
E

•
S

ite suitability 
•

Liability
•

Volunteer recruitm
ent

•
C

om
plaints



O
pportunities

•P
ublic support

•Trials
•“P

ush factor”
•The “new

 norm
al” –

or the old 
norm

al?
•S

chool com
m

unity ow
nership

•E
ligible schools

•C
ouncil reputation!
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•
C

lear, tim
ely com

m
unications

•
Tools, training and resources

•
Flexibility w

ithin trials
•

Identify &
 diversify funding sources

•
D

edicated C
ouncil staff resource

•
A

ccom
panying behaviour change 

program
m

e
•
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ssess

&
m

itigate
risks

•
R
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 plan



Further info
Videos
•

Shirley Junior School (Sep 2020 start): https://w
w

w
.youtube.com

/w
atch?v=2iilTS0ZG

cc
•

St M
ary’s Prim

ary (trial pre drop bollard installation): https://w
w

w
.youtube.com

/w
atch?v=29vL7G

w
4fZw

•
Sholing

Infants & Juniors: one-day trial as part of Sustrans
Big Pedal https://w

w
w

.youtube.com
/w

atch?v=ZSdoC
h9_eQ

g
•

St John’s Prim
ary (tim

ed closure w
ith drop bollards): https://w

w
w

.youtube.com
/w

atch?v=q_W
xpxN

nX
cw

Articles
•

St John’s Prim
ary https://m

yjourneyham
pshire.com

/traffic-and-travel-info/keep-active-stay-safe/st-johns-prim
ary-nursery-

school-school-streets-case-study/
•

St M
arys C

E Prim
ary https://w

w
w

.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/new
s/2020/february/second-southam

pton-prim
ary-school-closes-

road-to-cars-during-school-run-to-im
prove-safety-and-air-quality/

•
D

aily Echo 3 N
ov Southam

pton schools join schem
e for healthier school run

https://w
w

w
.dailyecho.co.uk/new

s/18841796.southam
pton-schools-join-schem

e-healthier-school-run/
•

SC
C

 G
reen Transport R

ecovery Plan: https://transport.southam
pton.gov.uk/keepactive

Social m
edia

@
M

yJourneyH
ants

#Southam
pton #SchoolStreets



Thank you!

S
chool.S

treets@
southam

pton.gov.uk


